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in nudes, if they are decent. And if you are inter-
ested in drawing, why don't you join one of the art
classes upstairs, or down at the Museum?"

The question may arise: why be so casual? Why
not send this young man packing with an order to
report to the art department and do his stuff, a kind
of write-the-word-a-hundred-times assignment such
as we used to receive in school? Because you don't
have to. Interest in nudes is a normal, to-be-
expected adolescent interest. We have been accus-
tomed to meeting the interest with censure and
disapproval, which has thrown the boys back on
their own resources and down to the familiar cor-
ner drug store pulp magazine counter, or upon
their own ingenuity and creative talent* Once we
permit this interest to come out into the open and
give it sanction, it will only too happily rise to a
higher and more acceptable level Surely no one
who knows boys could doubt their choice between
a cheap reproduction of a poor drawing and the
beauty of photographic art, if the subject matter
he craved were available in both.

Perhaps the occasion of our concern is an epi-
demic of ribald songs or stories which have been
the rounds. The miscreants have been collected in
your office. You look them over and are surprised
to find some of the nicest boys in school as well as